
Rear Commodore report Dinghy Section AGM 2021 

WOW! What a great season we have all had with lots of memory-making moments 

on the water!  

The year started with us all being in lockdown, that meant we had to come with 

ways to stay in touch and talk sailing on line. This resulted in Saturday morning 

coaching sessions on zoom. The sessions were run by Drew with help from Pete 

Harrission and Roger Millet with Liz Chowienczyk and Biddy Colbourne on hand to 

answer questions and queries from the participants. I would like to say thank you to 

Drew, Roger, Pete  for all the time and effort that they put into preparing the 

sessions, safe to say both the young and the not so young learned a lot. For an 

evening’s entertainment we even managed an all-sections quiz and a dinghy 

social. 

Thankfully we were back on the water by March and our sailing days could begin. 

With training courses filling up fast it was clear that this was going to be a busy year, 

it seemed that we all wanted to learn to sail, and the dinghy section has had many 

new members. 

Gradually the club was able to open all sections and my thanks goes to the staff at 

CYC who have been fantastic in providing a service through the toughest of times.  

Youth Sailing 

The youth sailing has gone from strength with training playing a large part in 

enabling the younger sailors to gain experience and join in club events. It has been 

great to see the youth section grow and see the younger members join in the club 

racing.  

Training 

Thanks to RC Helen Green, Drew Gibson and Liz Chowienczyk for putting together a 

training programme for all and to the young instructors who work at CYC in making 

each of the training courses fun.  

You will see from the Sailing Secretary report how well CYC sailors have done this 

year taking part in Open events around the country. 

Dinghy Week August 2021 

Dinghy week was back for 2021 with both a sailing and a social programme. Drew, 

Liz and their band of instructors and assistant instructors did a fantastic job in getting 

all of the kids out on the water. The kids sailed and they smiled, it was windy, but the 

sun was shining. Parents were there, a willing band of helpers to fix the broken boats, 

some of them being sailed in far windier conditions than normal! 

The social programme had something for everyone, thank you to Josh and team 

and CYC chefs for providing us with excellent food from Italy to Mexico – all very 

tasty and all very welcome. The staff worked incredibly hard to make sure that the 

social side ran smoothly. Thank you. 

  



Waterfront Project 

October 2020 saw the installation of the new west pontoon a great asset for CYC, 

November 2021 will see the installation of the new east pontoon. The waterfront 

project will continue with a new area for the safety boats planned for over the 

winter and eventually the tidying of the shoreline. Thanks to Chris Hodge, Andy 

Skynner and Nicolas Colbourne for their continued hard work on this project. 

Dinghy Park 

The dinghy park is now full, however there are more than a few dinghies that never 

get to feel the water and with many new members who do want to sail, we need to 

make room for their boats. During the next year the dinghy park will have to be 

managed and this will mean that some of those dinghies that only ever sit on dry 

land will have to move. I am therefore asking anyone who has not sailed their 

dinghy for some time if they can please store it elsewhere. 

Changing of the guard 

This year there are some changes to the committee, Derek Jackman outgoing solo 

captain, Chris Crossgurth outgoing race captain, thank you both for your time and 

commitment, Derek for your enthusiasm for the solo fleet and Chris for producing the 

SIs for every race series and giving us your wealth of experience, it is very much 

appreciated. 

Thank you to Ian Payne, who after 20 years of doing the race results has decided to 

hand over the reins. I am reliably informed that in the days before phones could 

take photos of the results and then have them sent by whats app, Ian would come 

down to the club, pick up the results and work out the order and post them up. Ian, 

you have done an amazing job and we thank you for all your hard work.  

Thank you to Mark Green who for the last 5 years has written and sent out FIU, Mark 

has also ensured that our race results and communications reach the local and 

national press and administered to the website. Mark has stated that he is happy to 

step aside If someone would like to take over. 

To Biddy Colbourne who is stepping down as sailing secretary after many years, 

thank you for all your input and hard work. Biddy has been responsible for ensuring 

that the sailing programme is complete, that open meetings happen, that racing 

continues and so much more.  

I have very much enjoyed this year as RC Dinghies, when you take on a new role it is 

made so much easier when you have a great team to work with and my thanks 

goes to each and every one of the committee who all work so hard to make 

everything happen and have always been there when I needed advice and a 

helping hand. 

Happy sailing everyone. 

Karen. 

 



 

 

 

 

 


